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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the orifice or throttle valve as described in the specification. Any structural detail that is 
essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the 
drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). 

3. The drawings are objected to because a through hole is shown in the drawings 
and discussed in the specification (page 5, line 7), but does not have a reference 
character. 

4. The drawings are objected to because the drawings of Figure 4 are confusing 
and incomplete. It appears that the drawing is supposed to be a section view, but there 
is no description of where the section view is taken from and why there are pieces to the 
invention in the Figure that are missing or seem to have been erased. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 



Application/Control Number: 10/829,268 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3616 

and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is unclear. The language used in lines 5-6 is confusing to what is being 
claimed by the applicant. The claim states "spaces which are respectively 
communicated as surge tanks with the air springs for supplement of volumes of the air 
springs." The examiner is takes that the claim is trying to claim the spaces as surge 
tanks as supplemental volumes to the air springs. The examiner suggests changing the 
wording to clarify. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Penzotti et al. 
(US 5,374,077). Penzotti et al. discloses an air suspension having an axle (66) 
suspended via sir springs (70, 80, 72, and 82) from opposite side rails (74, 84, 86, and 
76), an inner space of the axle beam being divided by an intermediate partition (see 
Figure 9) into two divided spaces (90a, 92a, 92b and 90b) which are surge tanks with 
supplemental volume for the air springs (see Figure 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Richardson (US 6,398,236) in view of Penzotti et al. (US 5,374,077). Richardson 
discloses having an axle (22) for use in an air suspension having air springs (26) on 
opposite side rails (see Figure 1), the axle is hollow and is an air reservoir (30) for 
supplying supplemental air to the air springs (26), but Richardson fails to disclose 
having an intermediate partition dividing the axle into two spaces. Penzotti et al. is 
discussed above and discloses having a partition in the air reservoir (col. 8, lines 17- 
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19). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to put the partition of Penzotti et al. in the hollow axle of Richardson in order to 
have separate chambers for each air spring. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following are hollow axles used as air reservoirs: Vanderberg 
(US 2,61 1 ,656) and Carlstedt (US 6,746,031). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tiffany L. Webb whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2797. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). £$0^7 /S/?stsi 
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